Town of Greenwood
Minutes
Regular Monthly Council Meeting
                                    Tuesday, November 5, 2019


Call to order

 	Mayor Donald Donovan called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 


Councilors Present

Willard Russell, Norman Reed and Donald Torbert


Officials Present

Police Chief, Brent Raughley; Town Manager, Hal Godwin; Town Clerk, Lisa Calvert and Finance Clerk, Janet Todd


Citizens & Visitors 

Mr. Robert Palmer from Beacon Engineering and Donna Carter from the Greenwood Library



 Approval of Minutes

Moved by Councilor Reed, Seconded by Councilman Torbert to approve Regular Meeting minutes of the October 1, 2019, Town Council Meeting. CARRIED by Unanimous Vote: Vice Mayor Russell – Yes; Councilor Reed – Yes and Councilor Torbert – Yes.

Citizen’s Privilege

N/A


Town Managers Report

1. 2020 Census is approaching and citizens need to be aware of how important it is for everyone to be counted.  The previous census showed Delaware being just short of 1 million residents.  Exceeding that 1 million number would ensure Delaware getting an additional congressman.  Also, grant funds to the Town are based on population.  Websites:  www.census.gov and/or www.uscensus.org are two that can be explored now and Hal asked if any council members find any other websites to be please advise.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Bay to the Beach builders (Deric Parker) presented a site plan map for Phase III of “the Cove”, approved by Council in 1996.  Our attorney, Barrett Edwards, Esq., and our Engineer, Bob Palmer and both believe the entire process needs to be re-started, especially since the current rules are different from 1996.  Mr. Palmer further advised that Phase III was never recorded with the Sussex County Recorder of Deeds, so essentially the 1996 plan does not exist and now there are additional technical requirements (lot depth; lot width; lot size; yard setbacks, et al).  Discussions ensued regarding if buying property at a Sheriff Sale constitutes a hardship and would a variance be the quickest route at this point vs. a zoning change.  The Town Manager advised having Messrs. Barrett and Palmer work together on how to proceed.  In the meantime, the Mayor suggested that the Town Manager update Mr. Parker as to the current situation.

3. A proposed subdivision has been presented by Schatz & Messick Enterprises, LLC, for the vacant lot at the south end of First and Snider Streets.  Our Engineer, Bob Palmer is reviewing drainage and Tax Ditch concerns and has also been reviewed with Ms. Jen Nelson, our Planning Commission Chair.  The Council suggested that Mr. Palmer consult with our Planning Commission.

4. Propane service has been changed to Baker Petroleum vs. our previous supplier, Sharps Propane.  The change was due to Sharps lack of service to their tank and piping at the Public Works Garage that had a leak with no attempt to repair and pricing.  Sharps was charging $3.14 per gallon and Baker will charge us $1.39 per gallon.

5. Our Town Charter Amendment Legislation (per our Resolution 2019-2) has been forwarded to State Senator Wilson and Representative Vanderwende for introduction in January 2020.  Once introduced and assigned a Bill No., I will follow it through both Chambers of the Legislature and to Governor Carney for his signature.  After that, the next step will be to begin setting up Sheriff Sales of properties with delinquent utility and tax bills.

6. Newly formatted Financial Statements were presented for review and discussion.  Some accounts (S.A.L.L.E. and E.I.D.E.) need to be reviewed further by Chief Raughley, Ms. Todd and Hal to update Council at the next scheduled meeting. 


Police 

1. The Monthly Police Report was provided for review from Chief Brent Raughley.  

2. Chief Brent Raughley’s Verbal Report to the Town Council included:

1. The new hire position remains open and it has been decided to look for an uncertified candidate to send to the Academy in March 2020.
1. The annual Angel Tree will be starting November 25th to support a local family.


New Business

1. Brief discussion regarding selecting a date for a 2020 Budget Workshop.  The Council agreed to November 19th at 7pm.

2. Discussion on re-bidding for the Town’s auditors as most towns re-bid every 3 yrs. (our current auditors, Lank, Johnson & Tull have been our auditors since 2006).  Hal to proceed with an RFP.



 Old Business

1. N/A



							  

Adjournment to Executive Session – N/A	
						
Actions requiring approval from Executive Session 

1. N/A

										



Adjournment – Moved by Councilor Reed, Seconded by Vice-Mayor Russell to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 pm. CARRIED by Unanimous Vote: Vice-Mayor Russell – Yes; Councilor Reed – Yes and Councilor Torbert.




Attested ___________________________________, Town Manager
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